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ALMOST 300 

The League now has 292 sym- 
phony orchestras listed. Major 
symphonies and institutional or- 
chestras not serving the commu- 
nity outside are not included in 
this total. 

Fifteen new orchestras were 
added asa result of a survey 
made by International Musician 
last spring; during the summer 
correspondence with conductors 
and union secretaries brought to 
light a dozen more; stories in 
music magazines added a few; 
and finally 31 new orchestras ap- 
peared in a concert supplement to 
the annual music year book pub- 
lished by Billboard. 

Of this large group, 11 orches- 
tras -were founded during war 
years. Most of the orchestras in 
new territory have small budgets 
with no one paid, the case with 
the majority of symphonies dur- 
ing the first years. 


FOR STRANGERS 


There have been so many re- 
quests for information on the 
League that we are repeating here 
an “ad.” carried on the back 
cover of several bulletins. 

Objectives of the League are: 
betterment of existing symphony 
orchestras; founding of new ones. 
’ This is to be accomplished 
through exchange of data and the 
education of persons and commu- 
nities responsible for symphony 


orchestras, along promotional, 
musical and political lines. 

Beneficiaries will be: the public 
preferring living music to canned; 
musicians, amateurs and profes- 
sionals, teachers and students; 
musicminded citizens who give 
time and money to promote sym- 
phony orchestras. 


YOUNG ARTISTS 


Eunice Podis, pianist, and 
Paula Lenchnerr, dramatic so- 
prano, 1945 winners in National 
Federation of Music Clubs audi- 
tions are available for engage- 
ments, both having had much 
experience as symphony soloists. 
For terms and dates write Miss 
Helen Havener, 455 W. 23rd St., 
New York City, 11. 


LEAGUE DUES 


One .reminder has been sent 
out about League dues but quite 
a few orchestras have not sent 
theirs in. The treasurer, the presi- 
dent and the editor of this bulle- 
tin dislike hounding people, so 
please . 

Orchestra dues are still $5 and 
associate memberships for indi- 
viduals, conductors, managers, of- 
ficers, friends are $2: Checks 
should be made payable to the 
American Symphony Orchestra 
League and sent to the president, 
Mrs. H. M. Snow, 113 Allen 
Blvd., Kalamazoo, Michigan. 





ARKANSAS SYMPHONIES BLOOMING 


A music movement centered on 
the campus of the University of 
Arkansas in the person of a fac- 
ulty member, William Hacker, is 
a truly wonderful thing with 
symphony orchestras, suppc: ting 
societies and audiences, coming 
up like seedlings around a pine 
tree in an area which includes a 
portion of four states, Arkansas, 
Missouri, Tennessee and Kansas. 

Two years ago there was no 
symphony in the northwest cor- 
ner of Arkansas, now Mr. Hacker 
is conducting four in Fayetteville 
alone, all presenting concerts to 
the public. True three of them 
are small: the University of Ar- 
kansas Little Symphony, the 
Fayetteville Youth Orchestra, 
and the Arkansas Little Sym- 
phony; but there is also a profes- 
sional orchestra, the Northwest 
ArkansasSymphony, tothe 
founding of which Mr. Hacker 
gave his first attention. 

Organized in July, 1944, the 
Northwest Arkansas Symphony 
toured the following spring play- 
ing concerts from Camp Crowder, 
Missouri, to Memphis, Tennessee, 
with total audience of some 15,- 
000 people. It also broadcast 
twice from station KUOA. 

This season 30 or more con- 
certs will be played including one 
in Galena, Kansas. Also one 
more civic orchestra has been or- 
ganized by Mr. Hacker and pre- 
sented in concert, the Joplin Jun- 
ior College Civic Orchestra, a 
group of 50 players mostly from 
Joplin, Missouri, with several 
sodiers from Camp Crowder play: 
ing at its debut. 


Fayetteville, Eureka Springs 
and Springdale, all have support- 
ing symphony societies which 
conduct membership sales based 
on $1 a concert with sustaining 
and patron members. The Uni- 
versity contributes $1,000 yearly 
to the orchestra and students are 
admitted to concerts on their ac- 
tivities tickets. Other students are 
offered a half-price membership 
ticket. 

The symphony societies have 
the usual committees with a 
women’s committee and junior 
divisions. It is the intention to 
nromote such societies in every 
town visited by the orchestra 
with youth orchestras in each. 

This activity has aroused a 
great interest in music and a de- 
mand for musicians which is 
making of all Arkansas and bor- 
dering states a pioneer land of 
plenty for skilled instrumentalists 
and conductors of high school or- 
chestras and bands. 


Under Mr. Hacker’s direction a 
first Ozark Summer Symphony 
Workshop was also held at the 
University in July, 1945. A 
series of sight reading rehearsals 
in symphonic and chamber music 
was held, used by professional 
musicians as a refresher course 
and students to gain experience. 
All full rehearsals were open to 
the public and some 25 American 
composers were represented on 
the programs, the last being made 
up entirely of American works, 
so the native composer has also 
benefitted. 
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HACKER SUCCESS IN TWO FIELDS 


A career calendar that would 
be impressive as the work of a 
man double his years is the rec- 
ord of the forward march in 
music of William Hacker, con- 
ductor and pianist. Not yet 30 
Mr. Hacker served a brief ap- 
prenticeship in conducting at the 
age of 16 and two years later 
founded his first orchestra the 
Philharmonic Symphony of Al- 
bany, his birthplace. 


Conductor William Hacker 


It was in Mexico as conductor 
of rehearsals of the Mexico City 
Symphony that Mr. Hacker did 
his student work in conducting 
under Jose Iturbi’s eye. Appear- 
ances as guest conductor with the 
orcestra followed and he also con- 
ducted, as guest, the Philhar- 
monic Symphony of Havana. 


The pioneer spirit, scouting an 
area for possible development, 
seized Mr. Hacker early; for 
while in Albany he did similar 
work in nearby towns as he has 
done since forming the North- 
west Symphony in Arkansas. Also 
before leaving New York state, he 
conducted the Lake George Sum- 
mer orchestra and the Eastman 
Rochester Symphony. Sometime 
between New York and Arkansas 
he conducted a National Youth 
Administration Orchestra in De- 
catur, Illinois. 

Mr. Hacker is a graduate of 
the Eastman School of Music, 
where he studied piano with Jose 
Echaniz and Cecile Genhart, 
coaching also with Iturbi. After 
graduation he remained one year 
at the school on a teaching fel- 
lowship during which he worked 
on his master’s degree. 

Sixty concerts played last season 
testify to Mr. Hacker’s ability as 
a pianist and energy as a worker 
for he was also conducting and 
building the Arkansas Orchestra 
and teaching at the University of 
Arkansas. 


Making a successful Town Hall 
debut last spring Mr. Hacker will 
return to New York for a second 
Town Hall recital on April 7 and 
prior to that will make his Bos- 
ton debut on March 30. These 
dates are a part of a second east- 
ern tour this season with a swing 
around Arkansas tour sandwiched 
in between. 


Flash: Texarkana, Hope and 
Fordyce have now formed sup- 
porting symphony societies. 
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LIONS CLUB SPONSORS 

The Amarillo Philharmonic Or- 
chestra is giving two concerts in 
Phillips this season at the invita- 
tion of the Lions Club there 
which sponsored one very success- 
ful concert last season. R. L. 
Barron, conductor of the orches- 
tra, will be soloist for the next 
concert, p!aying the Bruch G. mi- 
nor concerte for violin. 

Phillips is a tiny Texas town, 
home of the Phillips Petroleum 
Company, but if short on popula- 
tion it is long on appreciation of 
music. Among the works pro- 
grammed for the first concert on 
December 9, was Sowerby’s over- 
ture, “Comes Autumn Time.” 

The orchestra travels in buses 
and private cars when it plays out 
of town, »nd a flat fee is charged 
which is divided among the play- 
ers. 


ROCKKFORD AGAIN 

The Orchestrian, news sheet of 
the Rockford Civic Symphony 
continues to yield ideas and re- 
veal an extraordinary amount of 
orchestra activity in that Illinois 
city. 

A jumor symphony is now be- 
ing established following two suc- 
cessful summer youth training 
orchestras which demonstfated 
the value of such groups both to 
members and the senior sym- 
phony. A call has been issued 
through newspapers and posters 
for players by the chairman of 
the junior symphony committee 
which is’made up of music edu- 
cators and one local industrialist. 

*A Tschaikowsky lecture was 
given by Conductor Arthur Zack 
prior to an all Russian program 
given by the orchestra. Rockford 


had had no orchestra for several 
years when Mr. Zack visited local 
music lovers, especially Sigrid 
Sandeen now president of the 
symphony orchestra association, 
and persuaded them to try a deb- 
onstration debut concert. The or- 
chestra was successful then in 
arousing public enthusiasm which 
has mounted steadily from con- 
cert to concert. This is the third 
season. 

A ticket exchange has been es- 
tablished, since no individual ad- 
missions can be sold to concerts, 
and members who cannot use 
their tickets are asked to make 
them available for people who 
were unable to purchase member- 
ships. Sold out? The Orchestrian 
did not say. 


KIT PLEASES 


Orchestras visited by the 
League’s publicity kit are liking 
it well enough to keep it way be- 
yond the allotted time so that 
many people can see the pro- 
grams and literature used by six 
symphonies, the kit’s manager, 
Mrs. Helen Thompson, reports. 


Best proof of interest came for 
Howard Heed, Jr., president of 
the Nutley Symphonic Society, 
who wrote that the kit was full of 
ideas and should breed others, he 
himself having the excellent idea 
of sending in a Nutley Symphony 
membership to the League. 

Anyone interested in borrowing 
the kit should write to Mrs. Hel- 
en Thompson, Charleston Sym- 
phony Orchestra, 1004 Kanawha 
Boulevard, Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia. League members pay only 
transportation costs; all others 
pay a fee of one dollar. 





NEW MUSIC MAKERS, NEW FRIENDS 


New ideas, new skills, a new 
and wider appreciation of the 
worth and quality of music are 
marching home from this war. It 
is too early to even guess how 
many lives have been so affected 
by music, but the signs are that 
thousands upon thousands have 
become serious music addicts. 
These are the symphony orches- 
tra builders even if their contribu- 
tion is only to attend concerts and 
lead the applause. 


Rejoicing is heard now over the 
return of oboes, trombones and 
bassoons; but for every player 
there are many excited new music 
lovers who should be pressed in- 
to orchestra service as campaign 
workers, managers and secretar- 
ies, the kind that answer letters. 


In the last bulletin mention was 
made of music work done in con- 
valescent hospital centers for 
service wounded. At Fort Custer 
we heard about farm boys who 
had never been able to study mu- 
sic and who were satisfying a 
deep desire to understand the art 
by beginning at the beginning 
with harmony lessons, and finding 
a whole new world. Self-taught 
players were seeking instruction 
in order to play the classical mu- 
sic written for their instruments 
and thereby become eligibe for 
work in a symphony orchestra, 
and former professional players 
were practicing like mad to get 
back their skills. 

The wounded will return slow- 
ly and it should be easy to ab- 
sorb, in one capacity or another, 
everyone who wishes to work in 


music. Following them will be 


others who have re-enlisted and 
are taking advantage of the serv- 
ice education program. 


My Buddy and I 

The other night two boys were 
heard from Frankfort Germany 
over WNYC, New York City’s 
station. Buddies throughout the 
war, they decided to re-enlist to- 
gether, feeling that they could 
make more progress under the Ar- 
my’s educational program than 
at home, because, as both ex- 
pressed it: “my buddy and I want 
to study music and art.” 


Quite a few of the men re-en- 
listing specify music or art or 
both as the thing they are going 
to study in the next three years. 
One boy explained that he felt a 
more sympathetic attitude toward 
the seeker in the arts in Europe 
even now with the air acrid from 
war dust. 


G. I. Symphony 

Evidence of increased interest 
in symphonic music among our 
soldiers is shown by the G. I. 
Symphony now touring famous 
music cities from Berlin to Salz- 
burg. T/Sgt. Richard Zimmer- 
man is the conductor. A gradu- 
ate of Converse college, he is as- 
sistant conductor of the Spartan- 
burg Symphony and played in 
other southern orchestras. 

Players and conductors of this 
orchestra and others are having 
an intensive experience in music 
and if they wish it they should 
find a musician’s place, ready for 
them when they come home. 
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PORGRAMS 1945 


Bremerton Symphony, Walter 
Welke, conductor; Nathan Gold- 
stein, violinist, soloist. 

Program: Alphonse and Es- 
trella overture, Schubert; Con- 
certo G. minor, violin and orches- 
tra, Bruch; Helen of Troy, Offen- 
bach; Symphony No. 4, Schu- 
mann; Rondino, Kreisler; Cripple 
Creek, *Stringfield. 


Buffalo Philharmonic, William 
Steinberg, conductor; Leon Bar- 
zin, guest conductor for this con- 
cert; Salvatore Baccalon, bass, 
soloist. 

Program: Der Freischutz ov- 
erture, Weber; LeRagazze Che 
Son Di Vent’Anni, Cimarosa, 
Son Imbrogliato Io Gia from “La 
Seva Padrona”, Pergolesi; Os 
min, Act I from “I1 Seraglio’’, 
Mozart, bass and orchestra. Ma 
Mere L’Oye, Ravel; Canon and 
Fugue, D minor, *Wallingford- 
Riegger; Non piu Andrai from 
“Marriage of Figaro”, Mozart; 
La Calumnia from “Barber of 
Seville”, Rossini; Udite, Tuiti, 
from “Il Matrimonio Segreto”, 
Cimaros, bass and orchestra; 
Damnation of Faust, dances and 
march, Belioz. 


Charleston (W. Va.) Sympho- 
ny, Antonio Modarelli, conduc- 
tor. 


Program: Merry Wives of 
Windsor overture, Nicolai; Sym- 
phony No. 1, Kalinnikow; The 
Swan Lake ballet suite, Tschai 
kowsky; Emperor Waltz, Strauss; 
Les Preludes, Liszt. 

Columbus, Philharmonic, Izler 
Solomon, conductor; Mischa 
Mischakoff, violinist, soloist. 

Program: Choral Prelude, 


“Sleepers Awake”, Bach; Raka- 
stava, “The Lover”, Sibelius; 
Symphony No. 2 Kabalevsky; 
Concerto for violin and orchestra; 
Glazounoff; Polka and Fugue 
from “Schwanda”, Weinberger. 

Erie Philharmonic, John Met- 
calf, conductor; Mario Lanza, 
tenor, soloist. 

Program: Choral Prelude, 
Bach- Ormandy; Three dances 
from ‘“Coppelia”, Delibes; Tre 
Giorni Son Che Nina, Ciami- 
Mottl; M’Appari, from ‘Mar- 
tha”, vonFlotow; La Donna e 
Mobile from “Rigoletto”, Mr. 
Lanza and orchestra; Patrie ov- 
erture, Bizet; Phedre overture, 
Massent; concert waltz No. i, 
Glazounov; For You Alone, 
Geehl; Drink to Me Only with 
Thine Eyes, Mellishl Mattinata, 
Leoncavallo, Mr. Lanza with or- 
chestra; Two Hungarian Dances, 
Brahms. 

Huntington Symphony, Ray- 
mond Schoewe, conductor; Jesus 
Maria Sanroma, pianist, soloist. 

Program: Mignon overture, 
Thomas; Concerto B flat minor, 
piano and orchestra, Tschaikow- 
sky; from suite, “Chopiana”, 
Mazurka, Nocturne and Polo- 
naise, Glazounow; Rhapsody in 
Blue, piano and_ orchestra, 
* Gershwin. 

Johnstown Municipal S y m- 
phony, Russell Gerhart, conduc- 
tor; Grace Castagnetta, pianist 
and improviser; soloist. 

Program: Choral Prelude, 
Bach; Concerto No. 4 piano and 
orchestra, Beethoven; Improvisa- 
tions, Grace Castagnetta; Kinder- 
symphonie, Haydn; Rienzi over- 
ture, Wagner. 





Kalamazoo Symphony, Her- 
man Felber, conductor; John 
Weicher, violinist and Dudley 
Powers, cellist, soloists. 

Program: Patrie overture, Bi- 
zet; suite, “A Set of Four” *Sow- 
erby; Double concerto, violin, cel- 
lo and orchestra, Brahms; Bacch- 
anale, Saint-Saens. 

Long Beach Woman's Sym- 
phony, Eva Anderson, conduc- 
tor; Marjorie Thomas, pianist, 
soloist. 

Program: Oberon overture, 
vonWeber; Symphony No. 101, 
Haydn; Suite Melodique, Friml; 
Concerto, Leo and Elegie, Mi- 
celi, Violin Choir; March and 


Procession of Bacchus, Delibes; 
Praeludium, Jarnefelt; Concerto 
for piano and orchestra B flat 
minor (first. movement), Tschai- 
kowsky. 

Dow Symphony (Midland), 


Theodore Vosburgh, conductor; 
Bettyjo Heckrodt, pianist, and 
Theodore Vosburgh, tenor, solo- 
ists. 

Program: Impressario overture, 
Mozart; aria from “La Boheme”; 
In the Silent Night; The Sleigh, 
Dr. Vosburgh with orchestra, 
Harold Powers conducting; Three 
dances from “The Bartered 
Bride”, Smetana; Irish tune 
from County Derry and Shep- 
herd’s Hey, Grainger; First move- 
ment, concerto A minor, piano 
and orchestra, Schumann; suite, 
“English Folk Songs’, Vaugn 
Williams; waltz from ‘Eugene 
Onegin’, Tschaikowsky. 

New Orleans Symphony, Mas- 
simo Freccia, conductor. 

Program: Overture to Eury- 
anthe, vonWeber; Oracion del 
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Torero, Joaquin Turina; Millers 
Dance and Finale from the 
“Three Cornered Hat”, deFalla; 
Symphony No. 5, Shostakovitch. 

North Carolina Symphony, 
Benjamin Swalin, conductor. 

Program: Russland and Lud- 
milla overture, Glinka; suite from 
the “Water Music”, Handel-Har- 
ty; The Moldau, Smetana; 
Child’s Play Polka, Stix-Orman- 
dy; On the Trail, *Grofe; Deep 
Purple, DeRose; Waltz, “Vienna 
Blood”, Strauss. 

Rhode Island Philharmonic, 
Francis Madeira, conductor; Sol- 
veig Lunde, pianist, soloist. 

Fingal’s Cave overture, Men- 
delssohn; Music for Strings, 
*Quincy Porter; Pavanne, Ravel; 
L’Arlesienne suite, Bizet; Concer- 
to No. 4, piano and orchestra, 
Beethoven; Emperor waltzes, 
Strauss. 

Rockford Civic Symphony, 
Arthur Zack, conductor; Stefan 
Kozakevich, baritone, soloist. 

Program: Russland and Lud- 
milla overture, Glinka; Recita- 
tive and aria from “Prince Igor’, 
baritone and orchestra, Borodin; 
G. minor Prelude, Rachmaninoff- 
Rubra; Don Juan’s Serenade, 
Tschaikowsky; Meadowland, 
Knipper; Song of the Flea, Mous- 
sorgsky, baritone and orchestra; 
Symphony No. 6, Tschaikowsky. 


WHERE DO YOU LIVE? 

Programs are still coming in 
with no address for an orchestra 
or the conductor or any of its of- 
ficers, one or two for special con- 
certs not even stating where the 
concert was given. 


*American Composer. 
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